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Cyprian proves that Christ is God's hand because it is
written, ' Is His right hand shortened that it cannot
save ?' and again, when the psalmist says, < My heart
is inditing good matters in a song,' Cyprian makes the
matter to be speech or wisdom, and that speech or
wisdom to be Christ.

If we take the doctrine which the Fathers professed
to draw from the Scriptures, we shall not find them
much wiser than in their interpretations. Notwith-
standing the labours of Bishop Bull, it is still a
question if the ante-Nicene Fathers really agreed
with the doctrine of the Council of Nice. The one
centripetal power which really gives them the shadow
of agreement is the Platonic idea that the Son of God
was the wisdom of God, and the wisdom must have
been eternal. Beyond this it would be difficult to
find any agreement, not only between the ante-Nieene
Fathers and the Council of Nice, but between these
Fathers themselves. Terfrullian, who is eloquent on
the wisdom of God as the eternal manifestation of
Deity, yet falls into the speech of the Arians, saying
that there was a time when the Son was not.*
Again, he says that 4 the Father is the entire sub-
stance, but the Son is a derivation and portion of the
whole.'t Cyprian, too, makes the wisdom of God
created.? In fact, the Fathers were led into iftis
error by their ignorance of Hebrew. Where
says in the book of Proverbs, < The Lord
in the beginning of his ways,' the
* The Lord created me.7 Hence the,

* Advrou* Hermogenom, o. hi.

